The U.S. Army Criminal Investigation Command, or CID as it is commonly referred to, is responsible for investigating felony-level crime and turning the findings of their investigations over to appropriate commanders and legal authorities for disposition and or adjudication. For the purpose of this release, information concerning charges, adjudication and general information on subjects of investigations has been included to assist the media and American public in the understanding of this data. However, it is important to note that CID does not charge persons with a crime, that is the responsibility of the appropriate commanders and their legal staffs. Requests for any further information or clarification concerning charges or adjudication should be directed to the appropriate command or the Department of the Army Public Affairs Office at (703) 692-2000.
"We take each and every death very seriously and are committed and sworn to investigating each case with the utmost professionalism and thoroughness," said Chris Grey, CID's spokesman. "We are equally determined to get to the truth wherever the evidence may lead us and regardless of how long it takes." Seven of the 24 cases occurred in Afghanistan and 17 in Iraq. Twelve were reported to have occurred at the point of capture during raids, at checkpoints, etc. The remaining twelve cases involve detainees in detention facilities. All but two of the cases involve a single victim. Of the two cases involving more than one victim, one case includes two victims and the other case includes three. In some cases, allegations of a possible crime have been discovered or reported long after the alleged abuse took place. This creates unique investigatory obstacles to include the fact that the alleged victim's body may not be available for autopsy or that the alleged crime occurred during combat operations and returning to the scene in a timely manner was not possible, etc.
Sixteen of the 24 total cases are closed as of March 25, 2005 Grey said these investigations cannot be compared to criminal investigations conducted in a typical American city. The majority of these death investigations are being conducted in very austere and dangerous environments. There are many risk assessments and legitimate life threatening concerns attending the conduct of criminal investigations in hostile areas such as: force protection; a very mobile military and civilian population; obtaining witness, subject and victim identities in a foreign, austere and chaotic environment; language and cultural barriers; and laboratory support. Investigative leads can and often do lead Special Agents all over the world.
Although detailed information concerning the eight open investigations will not be released at this time to protect the integrity of the investigations, two of the open cases are worth mentioning as some military justice actions have commenced on certain soldiers involved in these cases and the information is public. Unit: Other Government Agency (OGA) Synopsis: In a detention facility at the Asadabad Fire Base, Afghanistan, an Afghani died while in US Army custody. Investigation revealed that no US Army personnel were involved in the death. Personnel implicated in the deaths were civilians. The CID Investigation was closed and the case was referred to the Department of Justice. The case could be re-opened in the future to follow any remaining leads identified by DOJ. Information can be obtained from the Department of Justice.
(2) Date of Occurrence: 4 Nov 03.
Unit: OGA and Navy SEALS Synopsis: At Abu Ghraib detention facility, an Iraqi died while in US custody. An autopsy was conducted which revealed that the cause of death was blunt force trauma as complicated by compromised respiration. The manner of death was classified as homicide. Investigation revealed that no US Army personnel were implicated. Seven Navy Seals confessed to assaulting the detainee. The CID investigation was closed and the case was referred to NCIS. The Navy has preferred court-martial charges against several Navy personnel involved in this case. Information on these cases can be obtained from the Department of the Navy. Unit: Navy Special Forces (SF) Synopsis: In Mosul, IZ, an Iraqi was detained by U.S. Naval Special Warfare personnel -more-OIF/OEF Investigations Add 4-4-4 after a struggle. After being interrogated, the detainee was allowed to sleep. He was later found unresponsive. An autopsy indicated blunt force trauma and positional asphyxia. The manner of death has been listed as undetermined. Investigation revealed that no US Army personnel were implicated. The CID investigation was closed and the case was referred to NCIS. Information on this case can be obtained from the Department of the Navy.
(4) Date of Occurrence: 6 Nov 03.
Unit: Afghan Militia Synopsis: An Afghani detainee was found dead in his cell at Forward Operating Base (FOB) Gereshk, Afghanistan. The detainee was interrogated for an unknown period of time by the Afghan militia before being released to US authorities. Approximately 48 hrs later, the detainee died of injuries received prior to transfer to U.S. forces. An autopsy revealed multiple blunt force injuries complicated by rhabdomyolysis (tissue death); the manner of death was listed as homicide. Investigation revealed no U.S. forces implicated in this death. The CID Investigation has been closed and the Afghanistan law enforcement authorities have been notified. Unit: Coalition Forces Synopsis: According to ICRC reports, nine detainees were arrested by Coalition Forces in Basrah, Iraq and allegedly abused. The detainees were then transported to a former Iraqi police headquarters, where they were allegedly abused further. During this time, one of the detainees died. An international death certificate mentioned "cardiorespiratory arrest -asphyxia" as the condition leading to the death. Further investigation determined other (non US) coalition forces were the identified subjects of the incident. The CID investigation was closed and referred to coalition authorities.
Remaining Closed Cases
(6) Date of Occurrence: 28 Aug 02.
Unit: 2/3 rd SF Group Synopsis: Near Lwara, Afghanistan, investigation revealed that Soldiers detained an Afghani then shot him when he allegedly lunged toward a weapon. Subsequent investigation identified five Soldiers who were listed as subjects for the offenses of Conspiracy, Murder, Dereliction of Duty and Obstruction of Justice. The case and evidence was referred to the US Army Special Forces Command, Ft. Bragg, NC. The command reviewed the case and with advice of command legal counsel determined that a lack of evidence stemming from the inability to conduct an autopsy because of the family's refusal, as well as inconsistent statements from some witnesses involved prevented prosecution. One of the subjects received a General Officer Letter of Reprimand and no action was taken on the remaining subjects. Should additional information surface that enables prosecution, the case can be reevaluated.
-more-OIF/OEF Investigations Add 5-5-5 Unit: 3/21 st Infantry Battalion Synopsis: At a location, near Mosul Iraq, a unit was engaged under small arms fire with insurgents. As a result of the firefight, one Iraqi was injured. Unit medics captured and detained the injured Iraqi; however, during treatment, he became limp and unresponsive. Shortly thereafter, the unit came under attack a second time. The unit made a decision to leave the detainee behind and, as they were pulling away, a sergeant allegedly fired two rounds into the detainee. Unit: 4 th Forward Support Battalion (4 th Infantry Division) Synopsis: At the Forward Operating Base Packhorse detention facility, an Iraqi detainee died while in US custody. An enlisted Soldier on guard duty, failed to follow the Rules of Engagement (ROE) and allegedly shot the detainee who was standing close to the perimeter wire. The investigation has been closed. The Soldier was charged with Murder. The command reviewed the evidence on the case and determined that due to the fact that the Soldier was ill informed on the ROE concerning prisoners approaching the perimeter wire, the Soldier was reduced to PVT (E-1) and administratively discharged in lieu of trial by court-martial. On Subjects of Investigation As a matter of policy the U.S. Army Criminal Investigation Command (CID) does not confirm when someone is "titled" (same as "indexed" or "listed") as the subject/suspect of an ongoing criminal investigation due to the person's Constitutional due process and Privacy Act rights. Indexing or "titling" an individual is an operational rather than a legal decision. The indexing of a person into the subject block of a criminal investigation simply means a determination has been made via a preliminary investigation by CID that enough credible information exists to indicate the subject may have committed a criminal offense and is worthy of further investigation.
CID investigates allegations of wrongdoing and once an investigation is completed, turns those findings over to the appropriate command and legal authority for disposition and adjudication. Information related to criminal charges may become part of the public record in the context of an Article 32 Hearing, Courts-Martial etc.
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